Andy's Story
Andy lived in a northern town, with wild bush close by. Growing up, he loved to watch the forest birds and animals, and the changes of the seasons. He sometimes wrote short stories and poems for himself, about how the outdoors made him feel.
As a teenager he had other interests too, but he still loved to go out in the bush, and he still wrote in his nature book.
Andy was the only boy in his family. He wanted other males as friends, so he started to spend time with a group from school, even though he felt like an outsider, and always worried about how to fit in. He especially wanted to prove himself to Ray, the group leader.
One night the group was sitting around a fire, talking. Feeling comfortable, Andy started telling the group about how much he loved the bush. He even started reading out selections from his nature journals.
Someone in the group started laughing at what he had written. Then everyone started making fun of him, even Ray. Deeply ashamed, Andy stopped reading, and started making fun of himself also. To show the others that he completely shared their opinion, he took his journals and threw them on the fire. As they burned away, the talk gradually turned to other things.
But Andy remembered his shame, and hated whatever part of himself had betrayed those writings and feelings.
Several days later, he was talking with Ray. "You know, the other night?" Ray said. "I had to make fun of you too, or the other guys would have laughed at me. But you shouldn't have burned those things." Andy felt a little better because Ray seemed to understand, but he wished Ray and he had had the courage to resist the pressure of the group.
About Andy
1. Describe something similar that has happened to you or someone you know.
2. What should Andy have done? What would you have done in his situation?
3. What would you like to say to Andy? What would you like to say to Ray?
4. Andy's writing may have reflected his core interests. By stopping himself from
expressing those interests, he might have thwarted a future career. Describe how that
could have happened.
5. Make a list of positive ways in which your peers have influenced you.
Other External Factors
Chance: Chance plays a part in any life. You can fall into an occupation by chance, or by being in the right place at the right time. Alternatively, chance can prevent you from doing what you want.
Physical factors: If you don't look a certain way, for example, you'll never be a model. Whatever plans you make, you will have to consider physical factors.
58     UNIT 2
